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Objective: In this study we wanted to prove the effectiveness of CNI-free immunosupression (IM)in patients with renal insufficiency following heart transplantation. 
Methods: Since 1999 seventeen patients (12 male and 5 female patients) out of 110 were switched to calcineurin inhibitor free IM(15.5%) based on mycophenol acid, everolimus and cortison. Thirteen patients were switched because of renal insufficiency, three because of carcinoma and one because of stenting following transplant vasculopathy. In these thirteen patients the mean time after heart transplantation was 42 months (13-98 months). The creatinine level and the glomerular filtration rate (GFR) were controlled after conversion and biopsies was performed in each patient to control rejection episodes. 
Results: Renal function recovered under CNI free immunosuppression, but three patients (25%) had biopsy proven rejections (ISHLT 2R). Recovery of the renal function was significant for the creatinine (p= 0.0002) level as well as for the glomerular filtration rate (p<0.0001). 
Conclusion: Calcineurin inhibitor free IM after heart transplantation is feasible and effective for the renal function. However the patients have to be followed up closely due to the risk of rejection episodes after conversion even late after transplantation in clinical stable patients

